Piisudski argued that their promises were worthless,    153
since they might not survive the war.   But the people
thought each of their conquerors full of love for Poland
and their promises worth accepting.
To awaken them, to make them take part in his ac-
tivities, to rouse them to believe that independence was
possible to achieve, Piisudski sent twenty experienced
Legion officers into Eussian Poland to recruit for his
army and to organize secret groups of Poles. They were
called the P.O.W.—the initial letters of the words mean-
ing "Polish Military Organization." It was to cooperate
with the Legions when that should prove practical, but
to remain quite independent of them; an organization
that could not be interfered with by the Austrians. On
the surface it was to be inconspicuous. It was destined to
become so strong numerically and so efficient that it had
an important place in the story of Piisudski—and of
Poland. It began very early in the war—in November
of 1914. For the first eight months recruits had to be
smuggled through the lines of two fighting armies to
reach the Commander.
At Christmas time the Legions took part in a three
days' battle south of Tarnow and then were sent back of
the lines for a rest. They returned to the front and took
part in the offensive following a great German victory
in May of 1915.
On the anniversary of their crossing the frontier into
Russian Poland, the first day of the war, Piisudski issued
an order to the Legions:
August 6, 1915.
Soldiers,
A year ago I began the war with a little handful of ill-
equipped men. At that time the whole world had sprung to
arms. I did not wish it to be possible that, when the new
frontiers of states and nations were to He hacked out with
swords on the living body of our country, Poles alone should
stand aside. Nor, when the swords had been thrown into
the scales of Fate trembling above our heads, did I wish to
permit the Polish saber to be absent.
That our saber was small, that it was not worthy of a
great nation of twenty millions, was not our fault The na-

